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Most slave houses on central Kentucky plantations were poorly built, small, one-room
log or timber-framed cabins. Roofs were made of splits. Chimneys were often made of
large sticks or small logs stacked together and plastered over with thick mud.
Drafty and cold in the winter, slave cabins had hard-packed dirt floors and few windows.
Some were two- to three-room
buildings with perhaps a second
floor. Plantation owners who wanted
to make an impression occasionally
built brick slave houses.
A small, one-room, timber-framed slave
house, possibly like the one shown here
(left), sat on stone foundation piers
behind the detached kitchen at the
Barkley Plantation. Typical of slave
houses, it had a small fireplace and
would have had a wooden floor and a
stick and mud chimney.

Dan Bogie, formerly enslaved in Garrard County, recalled his home: “We lived in a oneroom cabin, with a loft above…about 100 yards from the house. We lived in one room
with one bed.”
Lewis Clarke, an enslaved man in Madison
County, described another form of sleeping
arrangement: “In the corners, or at the
sides, there were pens made, filled with
straw, for sleeping. Very commonly two or
three families are huddled together in one
cabin, and in cold weather they sleep
together…, old and young.”

Scene of a free Black man and woman
outside of their cabin, planting a kitchen
garden and feeding chickens. Though it
appeared in Harper's Weekly Magazine in
1870, the image it is reminiscent of
enslaved domestic life before the Civil War.
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